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Increase Your Homeôs Sales Appeal 

 
You get one chance to make a first impression. First impressions are lasting ones.  
A prospective buyer may never look inside unless he/she finds the exterior pleasing. 
Maximize that chance by looking at your home as if you were a prospective buyer.  
 
A buyer is motivated by what the house will do for him and his family. He/she questions 
whether the house will serve his/her familyôs needs comfortably. Will he/she be proud to 
invite family and friends to it? Can the family settle and be happy in the home?  
 
Usually a buyer is looking at five or more houses 
on the same day they look at yours. The one that 
seems the most spacious, the most cheerful and 
has the most curb appeal will be the one they 
remember. To sell them your house, yours must 
be the best possible choice.  
 
The following are suggestions to make YOUR 
house the best possible choice.  
 

EXTERIOR  

 
Ç Put a fresh coat of paint on the front door and polish up the door handle. Polish the 

brass door knocker and kick plate. Replace any hardware that is too old to clean. 
Hang a colorful wreath on or near the door to look inviting. Make sure any windows 

on the door sparkle.  Make sure house numbers are in good 
condition and visible from the street.  
 
Ç If the lock sticks or is tricky to open, fix or replace. New owners 
donôt want to hassle with a contrary lock every time they open the 
door.  
 
Ç Be sure the door bell is working and cover is rust-free.  
 
Ç Make sure the mailbox is in pristine condition. Replace 
post/mailbox if it is showing signs of deterioration. Put a fresh coat 
of paint on the mailbox. Freshen faded flags with a fresh coat of 
paint. Replace tattered house numbers. If you have flowers or 
plantings at the base of mailbox, be sure they are weeded and 
freshened up. 
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Ç óBe sure the lawn is mowed, edged and clean of debris. Trim hedges and shrubs. 
Weed the garden and rake leaves. Throw some grass seed in bare spots in the 
lawn.  

 
Ç Keep flower beds weed-free.  
 
Ç Trim shrubs throughout yard and any 

that obscure windows. 
 
Ç Clean fish ponds, bird baths, fountains, 

etc. If you have a lot of yard 
ornaments, put some of them away. 
Buyers can concentrate on the yard 
instead of the ornaments and will not 
assume that the ornaments stay.  

 
Ç Be sure swings and childrenôs play gyms that stay with the home are in good repair.  
 
Ç Remove piles of unsightly items from yard such as limbs, concrete blocks, 

flowerpots, stacks of old bricks, etc.  
 
Ç Remove inoperable vehicles from the property. 
 
Ç Be sure outbuildings as sheds, etc. are in good shape. Paint them if they look tired.  
 
Ç Be sure that all yard lighting works.   
 
Ç Remove wasps nests.  
 
Ç Make sure dog houses, pens, runs, etc. are as clean as possible. Remove 

excrement from the yard.  
 

Ç Be sure that attached grills are cleaned up.  
 
Ç Arrange patio furniture in an attractive 
manner to play of the comfort and visual 
appeal of the outdoor spaces. Leave the 
umbrella up for a festive touch. Adding 
containers of flowers adds punches of lively 
color.  
 
Ç Spruce up the driveway. If you have a 
gravel driveway, add new gravel to any spots 
that may be worn down to the dirt. Get rid of 

weeds growing in driveway. If the drive is asphalt, repair any cracks and reseal. 
Make sure any flower beds around driveway are in good shape and weed-free.  
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Ç Prune any tree branches around 
driveways that may scratch the tops of 
vehicles or obstruct the view. 
 
Ç Make any repairs needed to fences. 
Paint if needed and oil squeaky gates.  
 
Ç Repaint the exterior if it needs it to 
have the best curb appeal.  
 
Ç Paint peeling trim around doors and 
windows.  
 
Ç Repair all loose hinges, shutters, 

gutters and screens.  
 
Ç Sidewalks and driveways should be repaired and kept free of hazards such as 
childrenôs toys, ice and snow.  

 
Ç Be sure shrubs and plants are trimmed to clear the path on sidewalks.  
 
Ç Garage should be orderly and free of old tools, equipment and odds and ends. 

Garage door should be kept closed for showings. 
 
Ç Put a fresh coat of paint on the garage door if it 

needs it.  
 
Ç Get rid of junk in the basement and garage. You 

might as well get rid of it now rather than having to 
deal with it come moving time.  

 
Ç Repair roofs, gutters and downspouts. Be sure 

gutters are free of debris.  
 
Ç Replace rusted or broken exterior light fixtures.  
 
Ç Replace cracked plastic bubbles around window 

wells. Remove any trash or debris that tends to 
collect in these spaces.  

 
Ç Clean windows and screens.   
 
Ç Flowers add a nice touch in spring, summer and fall. 
 



 

Page 5  

Compliments of Teresa Butler, Signa tur e Rea l Estate  

All photos ©Teresa Butler 20 12. All rights reserved.  

Interior  

 
Ç Do not do any major redecorating that is not absolutely necessary. The items you 

select may be contrary to the Buyerôs taste and they may not want to pay extra for 
them. 

 
Ç If wallpaper and decorating is very outdated, strip and paint walls in neutral colors. 
 
Ç If you have taken pictures off the 

walls, be sure to patch and touch-up 
nail holes.  

 
Ç Replace carpeting if it is terribly worn 

or totally outdated. Replace with a 
neutral shade at a minimum of cost. 
Clean carpet that is dirty. You get 
your money back on this one. People 
look more favorably on homes with 
carpet that they donôt have to replace 
right away. Also, this will prevent 
them from using this as a reason to 
offer you less money to replace the 
carpet.  

 
 
Ç Clean every room thoroughly. A clean, well-kept interior indicates a house that is 

well maintained. The buyer my overlook minor dislikes if he/she is impressed with 
the tidiness.  
 
Ç Special attention should be paid to 
the kitchen. Bright and shiny clean will 
enchant the buyers. Make them want to 
move right in.  
 
Ç Replace washers on all leaky 
faucets.  
 
Ç Check and double-check the 
bathrooms. Put out fresh towels. 
Replace toilet seat if necessary. Clean 
shower curtain or replace with a new 
one. Bathrooms and kitchens are 

usually carefully inspected. Be sure they are bright and airy.  
 


